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The great poet Abai Kunanbayulu said: ‘The human can differ from another 

person by intelligence, science, conscience and character’. During the Soviet 

period the history of Turk people hasn’t been evaluated enough, but Lev Gumilyov 

carried out significant research on Great Steppe’s history, and managed to be in a 

leading position with deepness of his thought, new notions, unique talent, and with 

his impartiality to science he became an outstanding person, scientist. 

L.N. Gumilyov opposed the one-sided Euro centrist arguments that tried to 

disclaim the nomads’ contribution to world history. Lev Gumilyov proved 

impossibility of researching the world history without the history of nomads 

scientifically. His scientific heritage contains his works such as ‘Huns’ (1960), 

‘Discovery of Khazaria’(1966), ‘Ancient Turks’(1967), ‘Searching for Fantasy 

Kingdom’ (1970), ‘Ancient Rus and Great Steppe’, ‘Ethno genesis and terrestrial 

biosphere’ (1989), and researches on Euroasian people.

L.N. Gumilyov has scientific researches on formation of Kazakh ethnos as 

well. Here can be pointed out Gumilyov’ lecture on the theme ‘Ancestry of Kazakh 

ethnos’. E. Dilmukhamedova took notes of that lecture on March, 1985. That 

lecture was published for the first time in collection of articles of Eurasian 
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scientific forum ‘Eurasianism and Kazakhstan’ organized by L.N. Gumilyov 

Eurasian National University in 2003.

In mentioned lecture L.N. Gumilyov notes, that the history of formation of 

Kazakh ethnos is directly connected to the ethnic history of previous Turk people.    

L.N. Gumilyov links Kazakh history to ancient Turks, especially to huns and the 

Turk Kaganate. The role of Kypchak, kanly, argyns and kimak, karlyk clans in 

Kazakh ethno genesis is mentioned as well.  Of course, L.N. Gumilyov considers 

the formation history of Kazakh ethnos connecting with historical events in 

Eurasia Steppe. For example, Kazakhstani history during the invasion of Genghis 

Khan in ХІІІ century is given at length. The scholar gives information about the 

clans  that came to Kazakhstani territory during the Mongols conquest. He writes 

‘Konyrats that came with Genghis Khan from East Siberia together with Argyn, 

Naiman and East kipchaks founded confederation of four – the Middle Juz’1. 

Shakarim Kudayberdyuly, historian, poet, writer, philosopher of Kazakhs 

researched the history, chronicles, formation, ancestry of Kazakhs at the beginning 

of ХХ century in his work ‘Chronicles of Turk, Kyrgiz-Kazakh, and Khans’ gives 

the same information about the Middle Juz. He notes: «Nearly in 1220 in former 

Kyrgyz (Kazakh-auth.) lands, that is in east and south parts of Saryarka peoples 

like argyn, naiman, kerei communicated and were moving’2.

L.N. Gumilyov writes that Kazakh juzis as tribe confederations were formed 

first in Dzungaria – the Great Juz, then in East Kazakhstan the Middle Juz, and in 

the West of Kazakhstan Junior Juz. He notes that there were the most number of 

clans in the last juz.  The scholar explains its reason in this way: ‘turkmen captured  

some lands of Kazakh people, that’s why the bravest Kazakhs forced out Turkmen 

from the Aral sea to the south. Thus Kazakhs settled down on Ustyrt, Emby, 

Zhayik rivers3. 

1 Gumilyov L.N. Origin of Kazakh ethnos // Eurasian Studies and Kazakhstan: papers of 
Eurasian scientific forum «Gumilyov Readings». Volume 1. Astana, 2003, pp. 11–18.

2  Kudaiberdiylu Sh. Turk, Kirgiz – Kazakh khans family tree. Almaty: «Kazakhstan» and 
«Sana», 1991, p. 34. 

3 Gumilyov L.N. Origin of Kazakh ethnos..., p. 16.
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In the article ‘About management of Kazakhs of the Great Juz’Shokan 

Ualikhanov wrote about the territory where the Great Juz inhabited, and he gives 

information of dulat and dzhalair clans’ inhabitance: «It is enough to look at the 

map and to think correlative position of this country with adjacent lands and tribes, 

it is enough to make sure that all region behind Chu's river to the tops of mountains 

Kungey Alatau, Borolday and Karatau is engaged by nomads of kaysak, mainly by 

dulat and dzhalair clans belonging to the Big horde’4.  

In above mentioned work L.N. Gumilyov indicates that Junior Juz consists of 

three federative clans, and Sh. Kudayberdyuly wrote about it too: ‘These days 

Junior Juz is alimuly, baiuly, zhetiru’. Alimuly consists of six clans: karasakal, kara 

kesek, kytai, tortkara, shomekei, shekti. Baiuly consists of twelve clans: adai, 

zhappas, alasha, baibakty, maskar, berish, tazdar, esentemir, cherkes, tana, 

kysylgurt, shaiyglar.   Seven clans: tabyn, tama, kerderi, kereit, zhagalbaily, tileu, 

ramadan5. It should be noted that there are some differences in Junior Juz’s 

structure researched by Sh. Kudayberdyuly. For example, Sh. Kudayberdyuly in 

Alimuly gives kitai, not kete clan, and in Baiuly he gives cherkes instead sherkesh 

clan. But researches of the researcher of Great Steppe’s history, turkologist Lev 

Gumilyov and Alash’s intellectual Sh. Kudayberdyuly that devoted special works 

on Kazakh chronicle were similar. It shows that researches of Gumilyov and 

Kudayberdyuly of the structure of Kazakh juzes, the territory of their inhabitance 

deeply is of great importance in researching the whole Kazakh history. About its 

reason the representative of Alash M.Tynyshbayev said: ‘... Without researching 

the formation of each clan of Kirgiz (Kazakh-auth.) people, also without defining 

their meetings with whom or where in advance, it is not possible to imagine Kirgiz 

(Kazakh-auth.) people’s historical fate’6. 

4 Kazakh clan – tribes history. Tabun. Volume І. –Almaty: «Alash» centre of historical research, 
2006, p. 5.

5 Kudaiberdiylu Sh. Turk, Kirgiz – Kazakh khans family tree. Almaty: «Kazakhstan» and 
«Sana», 1991, p. 34.

6 Walikhnov Sh.Sh. Collection of essays in five volumes. V.1. Almaty, 1984. 180 б.
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Lev Nicolaevich Gumilyov concluded that new ethnos can be formed at the 

joint of landscapes. He noted that Kazakh ethnos formed in steppe, plain and 

mountainous landscapes. Lev Gumilyov wrote about Kazakh people’s formation 

‘The joint of mountains Altai, Tarbagatay, Tyan-Shan with plain is the place of 

formation of Kazakh ethnos and it expanded from this place throughout Eurasian 

wide steppe, and Zhaiyk. Kazakhs were formed as ethnos from very beautiful, 

picturesque, rich nature and convenient place’7.   

The scholar made a conclusion in this research that monotonous landscape is 

usually quiet and it is difficult to activate its inhabitants. It is difficult to influence 

them. If the landscape is different ethnos can be formed easily and can be formed 

new ethnos8.

Lev Gumilyov said about ‘Kazakh’ ethnonym that the word ‘Kazakh’ firstly 

was used by different people. He notes that Inhabitants of Don, Kuban, and khazar-

slovenians of Terek, people of Orthodoxy  religious called themselves ‘Kazaks’, 

and Russians that run away from catholic Poland to Zaporizhzhya called 

themselves ‘kazaks’, ‘kozaks. ’ L.Gumilyov stated: “Apart from Tatars Turk tribes 

named themselves as ‘Kazakh’. Because Tatars were people who complied the 

Golden Horde’s khan, and Kazakhs were independent from them, nomadic people. 

It can be said that ‘Kazakh’ ethnonym appeared  after collapsing the Golden 

Horde. But Kazakhs, as people, of course had lived before it’. In general there are 

different sources and statements concerning the term ‘Kazakh’. In written literature 

the term ‘Kazakh’ is considered to be used several times in the Arab-Kypchak 

dictionary made in 1245 among Mameluke Egypt state’s kypchaks. There the 

notion ‘Kazakh’ means ‘free’, ‘pilgrim’9.

7 Gumilyov L.N. Origin of Kazakh ethnos..., pp. 16–17.

8 Gumilyov L.N. Origin of Kazakh ethnos..., p. 17.

9  Kurishzhanov А. К. Research on vocabulary  of old kipchak written monument of the ХІІІ 
century. Almaty. 1970. 232 p.

http://www.multitran.ru/c/m.exe?t=4168374_1_2&s1=%28%E3.%29%20%C7%E0%EF%EE%F0%EE%E6%FC%E5
http://www.multitran.ru/c/m.exe?t=4168374_1_2&s1=%28%E3.%29%20%C7%E0%EF%EE%F0%EE%E6%FC%E5
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 "The people the Kazak (Kazakh-auth.) are divided into three hundred – juz 

which Russians call hordes and which on a seniority are called Great, Middle and 

Junior hundred by them (10,- wrote Shokan Walikhanov.

Every ethno social society has one association of economic relations in its 

territory. The united agricultural and cultural example of Kazakh people and their 

foundation and formation is big territorial tribes associations formed based on 

ethno social processes “Zhysder” and they are one of the highest groups of the 

society. Such associations from the History of Kazakhstan were called “Uly zhuz”, 

“Orta zhuz”, “Kishi zhuz”11.

L.N.Gumilyov showed that Kazakhs three zhuzes “united their interpolitical 

and cultural relations, and it was convenient for nomads to live peacefully. He said: 

«In the ХІІ century the steppe had to protect itself from China and Choresm 

pressure because choresm gulyams attacked nomads and therefore it was necessary 

to organize military groups. In the ХҮ century Central Asia was in the condition of 

disappearing, nevertheless China did not show any military talent although it 

invaded Mongols and was under the leadership of Min family. 

At this time one could live without any war at the steppe (Kazakhstan, 

Mongolya, West China). Nomads, ancestors of current Kazakhs did not want any 

wars. They formed tribe units in order to live in peace. They told that nomads 

Turks who lived to the west of Altay and Tarbagatay had formed three Kazakh 

zhuzes in peace until the misunderstanding between Kazakhs and Kalmaks12. 

L.N.Gumilyov wrote that in ХҮІІ-ХҮІІІ centuries, Kalmaks fought against 

Kazakhs and at that difficult time Kazakhs depended to not Chinese but Russian 

leaders. L.N.Gumilyov concluded his lecture that Kazakhs were under Russian 

leadership but this changed in the ХХ century. He inferred that everybody knows 

how this situation has changed.

L.N.Gumilyov researched the differences and similarities of character 

between Kazakhs and Russians residing in the continent of Eurasia. He wrote “We, 

10 Walikhnov Sh.Sh. Collection of essays in five volumes. V.2. Almaty, 1985.  151 p.

11 Kazakhstan History. From the ancient to the present. Volume 2. Almaty “Atamura” 40, p. 308.

12 Gumilyov L.N. Origin of Kazakh ethnos..., p. 17.
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who lives in Eurasian continent have many similarities in our world view and 

viewpoint, especially between Kazakhs and Russians.  For example, initially 

Kazakhs look like Kirgiz. But Kazakhs interact with Russians better than Kirgiz. 

Why? Ethnogeny theory can answer this question easily. Because Kirgiz are 

originated from the Far East and therefore they are different from us as Koreans 

and Chinese. They do not have sense of humor. Joking is offending for them. 

Kazakhs as Russians can joke easily even they can criticize themselves’13. So 

L.N.Gumilyov paid a lot of attention to the character, similarities and peculiarities 

between Eurasian people.  

In conclusion, L.N.Gumilyov’s research showed the concept of possibility of 

people with different ethnical systems living together. His assumptions and 

thoughts makes it possible to build collaboration culture between people of 

different ethnics. He wrote “For me it is not difficult to communicate and to make 

friends with Kazakhs, Uzbeks and Tatars, the only thing that you should have is 

your open heart and respect to their nation. They never force their traditions and 

customs to you14. 
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13  Gumilyov L.N. I pray  on east dawns, and about western I only  grieve //News.-2001. 
September-28.

14 Abdimanapov S. A. L.N. Gumilyov’s life and scientific work. Astana, 2004, p. 21. 
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